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Heroes was an American science fiction

television drama series created by Tim Kring that
appeared on NBC for four seasons from
September 25, 2006 through February 8, 2010.
The series tells the stories of ordinary people who
discover superhuman abilities, and how these
abilities take effect in the characters' lives. The
series emulates the aesthetic style and stongelling g e
of American comic books, using short, multi-

episode story arcs that build upon a larger, more

encompassing aftl The series is produced by
Tailwind Productions in association with

Universal Media Studio%] and was filmed
primarily in Los Angeles, Californi&!

Created by
Starring

Four complete seasons aired, ending on February
8, 2010. The critically acclaimed first season had
a run of 23 episodes and garnered an average of
14.3 million viewers in the United States,
receiving the highest rating for an NBC drama

premiere in five year¥] The second season of
Heroe: attracted an average of 13.1 million

viewers in the U.§§] and marked NBC's sole
series among the top 20 ranked programs in total

viewership for the 2007—2008 sead®Heroes
has garnered a number of awards and
nominations, including Primetime Emmy awards,
Golden Globes, People's Choice Awards and

British Academy Television Awardél

A digital-internet extension of the seriHeroes
360 Experiencelater rebranded d$eroes
Evolution, was created to explore thieroes
universe and provides insight into the show's

mythology!”! Other officialHeroesmedia
include magazines, action figures, tie-in and
interactive websites, a mobile game, a novel,
clothing and other merchandise. In the fall of
2008, NBC Digital Entertainment released a
series of online content for the summer, including-2anguage(s)
more original web content, wireless iTV
interactivity, graphic novels available for mobile

Composer (s)

Country of origin

No. of seasons

viewing and webisod€®! No. of episodes
NBC announce the show's cancellation on May

14, 201d?! due to the high costs of production, | Executive
diminished viewing and an increase in other producer (s)

programming[.lol Afterward, the network
considered making a television special event to
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better wrap up the seri€s12] however, on

September 9, 2010, NBC announced the decisiofrditor(s) Lori Motyer
not to pursue any further development of the Mike Ketelsen
Heroe: franchise. Tim Kring then suggested that Michael S. Murphy
the broad premise ¢feroes storylines allowed Donn Aron
for the franchise to return for fans, but he did no
ify when or in what media forn{a#! Scoft Boyd
Specity w ' Kristopher Lease
Contents L ocation(s) Los Angeles
Cinematography Nate Goodman
= 1Cast Charlie Lieberman
= 2 Synopsis Edward J. Pei
= 3 Production
= 3.1 Conception Camera setup Panavision
n 3.2 Writing o .
= 3.3 Music Running time 43 minutes
= 3.4 Filming and visual effects Broadcast
» 3.5 Heroes: Origins .
Original channel NBC
= 4 Mythology
s 5 Response Picture format NTSC (480i)
» 5.1 Critical reception PAL (576i)
s 5.2 Awgrds and nominations HDTV (1080i)
= 5.3 Ratings _ o
= 5.4 Promotions and fandom Audio format Dolby Digital
= 6 Distribution Original run September 25, 2006 —
= 6.1 Blu-ray and DVD releases February 8, 2010
= 6.2 International
= 6.3 Merchandise Status Cancelled
= 7 Multimedia External links

s 7.1 Television and radio

. . Website
= 7.2 Internet and digital extensions

8 References
9 External links

Cast

Main article: List of characters in Heroes

Originally, Kring designed the series to have aereshifting cast. However, his motivation changed
when he realized how popular the original cast wifis audiences; therefore, he brought back most

of the first season cast for the second seasoh,aNfiw additions who received star biIIin]. In its
first season, the show features an ensemble castbfe main characters making it the third largest
cast in American primetime television behibdsperate HousewivesdLost Although NBC's first

season cast page listed only ten charatterseonard Roberts, who first appeared in the sefifds’

episode as D. L. Hawkins, was an additional membére original full-time cadtfl In episode
eleven of the first season, Jack Coleman, who @gtNoah Bennet, was upgraded from a recurring

role to become the twelfth full-time cast membé}.

The first season featured twelve series regulaagdein Panettiere portrays high school cheerleader
Claire Benne who can spontaneously regenerate. Jack Colemgs Ipdat fatheNoah Benne, an
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agent forThe Compan. Santiago Cabre played the troubled addilsaac Mende who can pair

the future. Tawny Cypress portrays Simone Deveangrt dealer and skeptic. Greg Grunb@eys
LAPD police officer Matt Parkman, who can read degominds. Ali Larter plays Niki Sanders, an
internet stripper with a severe dissociative disoahd super strength. Leonard Roberts plays Niki's
husband D.L. Hawkins, an ex-convict who can passuthh solid matter. Noah Gray-Cabey plays
Micah Sanders, Niki and D.L.'s young son who cammainicate with and control digital

technology. Masi Oka portrays space-time manipuldico Nakamura. Adrian Pasdar plays Nathan
Petrelli, a congressional candidate with the ahibtfly. Sendhil Ramamurthy plays geneticist
Mohinder Suresh. Milo Ventimiglia portrays hospragrse Peter Petrelli, with the ability to mimic
abilities of other posthumans.

During the first two seasons, sortigaracters were written out to make room for nkaracters witl
new stories. Simone was the first major charactéetwritten out, dying near the endsafason on
DL became a guest star after the events of thiesi@son's finale, making two appearances
throughout season two. Isaac Mendez was also wtié, dying at the hands of Sylar, which was
shown during Hiro Nakamura's time travelling expiedito New York earlier in season one. New
characters added during season two include: Mayeekée played by Dania Ramirez, a fugitiwveh
the ability to emit a deadly virus; Adam Monroej@0-year-old Englishman and legendary warrior
Takezo Kensei with the ability to regenerate, @yed by David Anders; Monica Daws@ortraye:
by Dana Davis, a restaurant worker with the abtlitynimic physical movements she sees; Elle
Bishop, a sadistic sociopath with the ability tmgete electricity portrayed by Kristen Bell. Two
recurring characters from season one, Sylar, patrédy Zachary Quinto, and Ando Masahashi,
portrayed by James Kyson Lee, were upgraded to aferacters in season two.

Starting in season three, recurring character AnBelrelli, portrayed by Cristine Rose, was

promoted to a main characté?! Elle, Adam and Micah were removed from the mast.dsionica
Dawson did not appear after scenes including hee wat. Niki was also written out but actress Ali
Larter remained on the show portraying a new chardaacy Strauss, Niki's triplet sister with the

power to freeze objects with a touéfl For the fourth season, a new character Samuétaged by
Robert Knepper, was added. Originally cast as arneg part, the part was changed to a starring

role[29] Deanne Bray was also added as Emma Coolidge gifeadman who had enhanced
synesthesia (seeing colors for music) includingathiéity to create a siren song.

Synopsis
See also: List of Heroes episodes and List of Hegoaphic novels

The plot ofHeroesis designed to be similar to the stories of cobmoks with small story arcs built
into the series' larger story arc plot. Each sea$éferoesis designed to involve ordinary people
who discover extraordinary super powers, and h@sdtabilities take effect in the character's daily
lives.

The first season, known as "Genesis", begins agmisgly ordinary group of people gradually
becomes aware that they have special abilitiesntSvbustrate their reactions to these powers, and
how the discovery affects their personal and psadesl lives. At the same time, several ordinary
individuals are investigating the origins and extafrthese abilities. Mohinder continues his late
father's research into the biological source ofctiienge, while Noakepresents a secret organiza
known only as "The Company". While coping with the®w abilities, each of the characters is
drawn, willingly or unwillingly, into the Companytonspiracy to control superpowered people and
into a race to stop an explosion from destroyingvN@rk City.

Season two, known as "Generatiode! begins four months after the events of Kirby Plazee
main plot arc ofcenerationgleals with the Company and its research on thatBhieus. This
researc is explored through the Company's founders, winesatities are revealed, well as
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through the effects of various strains of the viflise heroe ultimately come together in an atten
to stop the release of a deadly strain of the \antavert a global pandemic.

The first part of season three was known as "Vilai Volume three began with the assassination
attempt on Nathan, and explores its consequentesldition, several villains escape from the
confines of Level 5, and the Company attemptscapture them. Arthur Petrelli (Robert Forster)
heals from systemic nerve damage and aims to cadatenula togive ordinary people abilities. T
second part of season three, titled "Fugitives/oives what happens after Nathan fails to produce
the formula. After the destruction of Primatech &mtehearst, the heroes attempt to lead normal
lives until Nathan initiates his plan to round uipp@ople with abilities. Sylar kills Nathan in an
intense duel; however, Matt is instructed to aglar's mind to believe that he is Nathan.

Season four comprised volume five, "Redemption” iakes place six weeks after the events of
season three. The heroes try to return to themablives, Peter returns to his job as a paramedic,
while Claire attends college. Sylar's acquireditds begin to manifest as Nathan struggles to
maintain his identity and Sylar's consciousnesgped in Matt Parkman's mind, taunts him and
seeks out his body. A carnival group is introduded,by Samuel, who tries to recruit more people
with abilities into his carnival family in hopes ofeating a community for these people where they
are welcome to be open with their abilities angheesed by outsiders. The end of the Season 4 finale
begins Volume Six, "Brave New World", in which Gkreveals the existence méople with speci
abilities to a group of reporters and photographers

Production

Conception

Heroe: began development early in 2006, when Tim Krimgator of NBC'SCrossing Jordancame

up with the show's concept. Kring wanted to creatiarge ensemble saga” that would connect with
the audience. He began thinking about how bigysaad complicated he felt the world is, and
wanted to create a character-driven series abayigpevho could do something about it. Kring felt
that a cop or medicalrama did not have characters that were big entughve the world. He car

up with the thought of superheroes; ordinary peagie would discover extraordinary abilities,
while still rooted in the real world and in realif@asting directors Jason La Padura and Natalie Har
brought forth a cast of new faces such as Milo Weiglia who described the pilot as a "character
drama about everyday people with a heightenedyéall heightened reality that was brought to
light through the work of production designer RAfmmon. Kring wanted the series to have

touchstones that involved the characters and thihileey lived in(221(23]

Before he began putting his ideas together, heespatk Lostexecutive producer Damon Lindelof,
with whom he had worked for three years@nossing JordanKring creditsLindelof for giving him
ideas on how to pitch the series to the networkaatuice on the lessons he (Lindelof) learned about

working on a serialized drama. The two still spaall support each other's proje[éfsl[.%][%] Wher
Kring pitched the idea fdderoesto the NBC network, he described the network'strea as

"excited...very supportive[.z'7] He comments that he has been partners with NB&dimre time

based on his six year run as showrunneCimssing Jorda®?’! When he pitched the pilot, he
described every detail, including the cliffhangedimg. When NBC executives asked him what was

going to happen next, Kring responded, "Well, yigu'st have to wait and find oul?®! After the
project was greenlit, a special 73-minute versibthe pilot was first screened to a large audieaatce

the 2006 Comic Con in San Die&@l It was initially reported that this unaired pilgbuld not be
released, however it was included on the first@e@VD set3]

Writing
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When the writing team worked on an episode, eademiook a character and wrote the individual
scenes surrounding them. These stories were thiehiged and given to the episode writer. This
system allowed every writer to contribute to evepjsodd31] and enabled theriting team to finisl
scripts sooner, so the filming crew could shooterswenes at a locatié?®! Tim Kring described

the writing process as a collaborative one anedttitat the collaboration process was important
because production needed to shoot segerales at a single location. To do this, severgits hac

to be ready. Jesse Alexander, co-producer andrnexplained that this process was important in a

serialized drama because one has to know wherecbachcter's development is headﬁ%.

The second season coincided with the WGA writéri&es meaning only 11 out of the planned 24
episodes were produc&?.] This forced the producers to redesign the seasendompass only the
Generationssolume out of the three pIannE’&] The planned third volum&xodus¥ which was

originally designed to be a story arc reflecting #ifects of the release of strain 138 of the Shant
virus, was canceled. The planned fourth voluxikains, was changed to the third volume and

moved into season thr&8.Scenes from the volume two finale "Powerless" eveshot to reflect

the cancellation of thExodusvolume, and to tie up all the loose plot storyﬂ;irméGenerations{%]
[36]

Following criticisms of the second and third volisn@&im Molloy from TV Guide reported that
Heroe: would return to its roots with the fourth voluntaigitives to attract new viewers and regain

those who gave up on the show due to too many ctessaand pIotIineEﬂ In November 2008,
NBC fired Jesse Alexander and Jeph Loeb from the productadhas Heroesdue to creative

differences and budget problel[ﬁgl. As a result, Tim Kring would refocus the seriescharacter
development and simple storytelliﬁﬁ‘] However, a high-ranking insider told/ Guidethat rather
than pressure from NBC or Universal Media respagdiinrecent plummeting ratings, it was Kring
himself who fired Alexander and Loeb because theréfused to continue character-driven stories
that made the first season popular from the K%rtn December 2008, Bryan Fuller signed ge2y

deal with Universal Media Studios after the caratilh of his ABC serieBushing Daisie&*!] He
rejoined the writing staff dfleroesstarting with the 20th episode of season tlamee had a "key ro

in the writing and direction” of the serié€] However, on June 22 it was revealed that Fuller le
Heroe: to work on other projec{§.3] On April 28, 2009, writer/director/producer GregeéBnan was
fired by NBC[44!

Music

Music from the first season is composed by Wendyble and Lisa Coleman, with music engineer

Michael Perfit*®! and vocals provided by Shankar. Each episode gesithirty to thirty-five
minutes of music. Melvoin and Coleman became iredwithHeroesfrom their previous work

with executive producer Allan Arkusf®! Tim Kring gave general instructions to the paicluding
the emotion and direction for each character. Kwagted incredibly unusual music and gave

Melvoin and Coleman a lot of freedom and permissiexperimentitation needefljy tha pijot

episode, Kring suggested that a "dreamy" cue beé insthe scene involving Claire Bennet running
into a burning train. The "dreamy" cue has sina®b®e a signature piece of the show. Melvoin and
Coleman developed musical cues for each char&imude's theme involved wind and voices to
create the feeling of a ghost-like presence. Sylavolves marimbas and bassoons with staccato to
re-create the sound of clocks ticking in referetoctihe character's power. Matt Parkman's theme
involves voices being played backwards when he hisggower of telepathy. Peter Petrelli's theme
involves marcato strings. Niki Sanders's themelvee®d on her character's alter-ego named Jessica
and involved winds and Indian voices chanting iruaderscore to give a feeling that she was
possesseMohinder Sures's theme is the pial composition that plays at the end of some epis
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[46]

In 2007, the ASCAP Film and Television Music Awagis/e Melvoin and Coleman the "Top
Television Series" award for their work bleroesl*’] In France, the theme musicleéroesis

composed by Victoria Petrosill38] Her song, "Le Héros d'un autre", is used by tsleni network
TF1 to replace the show's original incidental mustee network created a new opening credit

sequence so they could play Petrosillo's theme.@&@he officialHeroessoundtrack waselease!
on March 18, 2008 by The NBC Universal Televisib¥,D, Music & Consumer Products Group.
On February 29, 2008, NBC Universal Television, D\Wusic & Consumer Products Group
released five music videos created by Heroes peyttlicector Allan Arkush, each combining show

footage with songs from the soundtrde@>52] |n September 2008, Melvoin and Coleman
announced that they would be releasing an albursistimy entirely of the score frorleroes

entitledHeroes: Original Scoré3 It was released on April 14, 2009 by La-La Landt®&es!>?!

Filming and visual effects

Eric Grenaudier and John Han of Stargate Digitalthe visual effects supervisors and Mark Spatny
[55] is the visual effects producer faleroes They work with visual effects animators Anthony

Ocampo and Ryan Wieber, who are also from Staiﬁa{éﬁs] The series visual effects consist of
blue screens and 2D and 3D animation. The vistiettsffor the series are created after the scene is
shot in post-production, unlike special effectsjolirare incorporated into the scenes during filming

[57] Notable visual effects include radioactive Ted@ompany Man", Nathan flying from Mr.
Bennet and The Haitian in "Hiros", and Hiro's tifmmezing encounter with the schoolgirl in the red

bow in "One Giant Leap['2.2] The special effects are coordinated by Gary D'An&tunts are
coordinated by lan Ouinn, who also uses blue ssreaccomplish some of the stunts in the series,
such as Nathan Petrelli flying away from Heidi dgrihe car accident scene in "Six Months Ago".

Principal filming forHeroestakes place in Los Angeles and Santa Claritaf@alal®! The
Stargate Digital team are also responsible for ngakios Angeles look like international locations,
such as India and Ukraine, using blue screens etndesigns by Ruth Ammon, production designer

for the serie®8] The series is filmed using a single-camera setup.

In keeping with the comic book thematic elementdusnHeroes professional comic book artists
Tim Sale and Alex Maleev were brought in to provide artwork used within the series under the
direction of Ruth Ammon, including the artwork sblc Mendez, and Mendez metafictional comic

book series, theth Wonders!®?! Additionally, the font used in captions and creddr the show is
reminiscent of traditional hand-rendered comic bledtering. It was created by Sale and is based on

his handwriting stylé‘?o] Heroesis designed by production designer Ruth Ammon. Amras
been nominated for her work éferoestwice by the Art Directors Guild and has also been
nominated for two Emmy awards for excellence indaection.

Heroes: Origins

On May 14, 2007, NBC announced that it would six-episodeHeroe: spir-off calledHeroes:
Origins during the 2007-2008 seadBH The show was to introduce a new character eack,wee
and viewers were to select which one would stayHerfollowing season of the regular seffsd,

The show was supposed to air after the completidheosecond season lderoesin April 200861
however, on October 31, 2007, it was reported@rgins had been postponed because of the

Writers Guild of America strik€3] Tim Kring stated in an interview that the firsigge ofOrigins
was to reveal the secrets and meanings behinddte $ymbol. However, because of the WGA
Strike, Kring commented that the secret will havé¢ revealed down the line. Kring revealed that
he was to write the first episodeOrigins, anc thatJohn Augus had bee hired to write anothe
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episodé.64] Director Kevin Smith, a fan dfleroes was set to write and direct an episode for the
spin-off,[65] as were Eli Roth and Michael Doughe[ret?/]. On April 3, 2008, a day after NBC

announced its 2008—-2009 primetime schedule, Ber@ilan confirmedrigins' cancellatiod®! |
love Heroes!

Mythology

Main article: Mythology of Heroes

Heroe: includes some mysterious fictional recurring eletae
that have been ascribed to science fiction or sigberal e —
phenomena. Tim Kring and the creators of the segies to e :r VoL UTION
these fictional elements as part of the mytholoighe '
series. Kring confirmed that although the showdasique
mythology, he does not want to sink too deeply ihto
Rather, Kring has used volumes to wrap up ongolog p
lines instead of carrying storylines over long pds of time

as inLost[®8] Among the show's mythological elements are
the Company, the legend of Takezo Kensei, paintirfigise
future, superpowers and their orig the Shanti virus9th Activating Evolutiona fictional
Wonders!comic book, and numerous other elements and book featured in the series
mythological themes.

Response
Critical reception

During the series' first season, the American Hilstitute namedHeroesone of the ten "best

television programs of the yea{?.gl Doug Elfman of the Chicago Sun-Times stated, taw's
super strengths are its well-develoggmmaking, smooth pacing and a perfect castidivg like the
first hour of a fun, thoughtful movie." Barry GamratThe Hollywood Reportealso stated,Heroes

is one of TV's most imaginative creations and miglith luck, become this yeat®st"[’% Less
favorable reviews included thhiladelphia Inquirer who commented that although the show had
lots of "cool effects," it "lands, splat, in a po¢ nonsense and dim dialogue.” In response tdirste
pod of season one episodes, Tecago Tribunavent as far as saying, "you could watch the first
few episodes dfleroes or you could repeatedly hit yourself on the he@t a brick. The effect is

surprisingly similar.”1] At Metacritic, theHeroespilot received a 67/100, with generally favorable
reviews from criticd’?!

The second seasonldéroeswas criticized by commentators and fans for a naloWwer pace, less
engaging storyline and lack of focus compared édfitist season. Milo Ventimiglia stated that
"when there's a little bit of a delay, there's thatt instant, rewarding scene or moment or episode.
people get impatient, so it has been extremely mapobfor them to strike a balance between giving

and getting.[73] In an interview withEntertainment WeekljHeroescreator Tim Kring commented

on criticisms of season two, and the series’ 15&krdein ratingsl.74] Kring said that he felt he had
made mistakes with the direction of season twoh&tkethought that the audience was looking for a
"build-up of characters and the discovery of tipewers", when viewers were instead looking for
"adrenaline." Kring also outlined what he felt wereblems with plot development, stating that the
second season "took too long to get to the bigipecstory”, explaining that Peter's vision of the
viral armageddon should have occurred in the éipssode instead of the seventh. He feels that it
would have been better to introduce | characters within the context of the main stosylias witr
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Elle, rather than in unattached arcs such as that obMay Alejandro. Kring al: admitted that h
should have resolved the "Hiro in Japan” storyfimech more quickly, and that the romantic stories
are not working well. With regard to Claire and Wesd Hiro and Yaeko, he said, "lI've seen more

convincing romances on TV. In retrospect, | ddmtk romance is a natural fit for ug4l
Awar ds and nominations

By the timeHeroescompleted the first half of the first season,shew had already collected an
assortment of honors and accolades. On Decemb@0@8, the Writers Guild of America

nominated the program for "best new series" of 46970n December 14, the Hollywood Foreign
Press Association nominated the program for a Gotlebe Award for "best televisiairama”, an

nominated Masi Oka (Hiro Nakamura) for Best Sugpgrctor on a TV Serie¥8 on January 9,

2007,Heroeswon the award for Favorite New TV Drama at thed33eople's Choice Awards’]
The National Association for the Advancement ofdZetl People nominatdderoeson January 9,

2007 for an Image Award in the "Outstanding Draredes" categorV.S] On February 21, 2007, it
was announced théteroeswas nominated for five Saturn Awards. The nomoraiincluded "Best
Network Television Series", "Be Supporting Actor in a Television Series" for b&@heg Grunberg

and Masi Oka, and "Best Supporting Actress in &Jision Series" for Hayden Panettiere and Ali

Larter[7® On February 22, 2008, it was announced Hebeswas again nominated for five Saturn
Awards. The nominations for 2008 include "Best NatwTelevision Series," "Best Supporting
Actor in a Television Series" for both Greg Grurghand Masi Oka, "Best Supporting Actress in a
Television Series" for Hayden Panettiere, and "Bestvision Series on DVD." The 2008
nominations are similar to the 2007 nominationsegx Ali Larter was not nominated this year;

instead théderoesSeason one DVD was nominated, in a different m;é&gl

On July 19, 2007, the Academy of Television Art§&&iences announced their nominations for the
2007 Primetime Emmy awardderoeswas nominated in eight categories, including Gunding
Drama Series. The first episode, "Genesis", eashedominations: Outstanding Directing (David
Semel), Outstanding Art Direction for a Single-Caan8eries, Outstanding Single-Camera Picture
Editing for a Drama Series, Outstanding Sound MjXor a Comedy or Drama Series, and
Outstanding Stunt Coordination. The episode "Fiearg Gone" also received a nomination for
Outstanding Visual Effects for a Series. Masi Okeswominated for Outstanding Supporting Actor

in a Drama Serie§% on September 16, 2007, the 59th Primetime Emmyrdsvevere held and
Heroe: failed to win a single Emmy award despite the emgiminations. On July 21, 2007, the
Television Critics Association awardetéroeswith the prestigious Outstanding Program of the
Year title during their 23rd Annual TCA Awards cm@ny.[sll The cast oHeroeswas named in tt

2006 TimeMagazine's Person of the Year issue under "P&vple Mattered'82]
Ratings

The pilot episode

generated 14.3 million

viewers!83] with the season high topping out at 16.03 milkdewers for episode 4 When the
series returned from hiatus on January 22, 20@7r&atings averageabout the same as the pilot v

14.9 million viewerd8% When the show went on a second hiatus duringjttsiestason, from
March 4, 2007 to April 23, 2007 (7 weeks), ratitiisa new low; the lowest being 11.14 million

viewers during part one of the three part finaldh€' Hard Part/®8] In season two, the opener was
consistent in the ratings, however, week-by-wead ratings continued to dive, reaching another
new low for the series on episode seven, "Out ofelj with only 9.87 million viewers. Although
the ratings were lower than average, this episaaeaensidered to be a turning point for the
declining season, a: major plot twist was introduced and the voluméig 'picture storyline" we
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presentecﬂ7.4][87] The
season two/volume 2 finale

generated 11.06 million 16 ® Volimadnu Canasts
viewers in the ratings, 14 = Volime Three: Villains
d th 3 illi — » Volume F!:uuc Fugnhres.
_OWﬂ maore than s million = 12 = Volime Five: Redemption
viewers from the season E
opener and series pil&e! -
=
While the show premiered ¢ &
with high ratings, ratings 4
have been slowly ,
diminishing. The first
eplsqde of season 2 was °77% 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 S0 55 60 65
the highest viewed, Eplode

whereas each successive
season has had fewer
viewers than the one
preceding it.

U.S. viewers for each episode in the series, brakswm into its five
volumes.

Season three dleroesstarted with strong ratings that dropped steatlilgughout the season. The
season's finale placed last in its time&at.

The season four premiereldéroeswas the lowest rated episode of the series tqthiat,
averaging 5.9 million viewer€Y] Despite the season's low ratings, executive predticn Kring

was "fully expecting" a fifth seasomt! However, while creator Kring was hopeful over shew's
future many media insiders weren't so confidener&€twas growing speculation on some news sites

that NBC would cancel the series at the conclusfdts fourth seasol?? or that it might renew the
show for a fifth and final season by ordering eitB®r 13 episodes and possibly airing them as a

backup or mid-season replacem@ﬁl.On May 14, 2010, NBC made it official thderoeswas
indeed cancelle§*]

u.s. .
. . U.S. live UK
Timeslot Season Season TV | viewers . . ,
Season (EDT) premiere finale season in V'%N\?RS'F V'é’vgcsg'p
millions
Monday September May 21, | 2006-
1 9:00 pm 25 2006 2007 2007 13.86 14.30 3.91
Monday September December| 2007-
2 le00pm | 24,2007 3,2007 @ 2008 1146 1310 381
Monday September| April 27, | 2008—
3 9:00pm 22,2008 = 2009 | 2009 | % .21 3.26
Monday
000" S ber Feb 8, 2009
(2009) eptember February 8. — 95
4 Monday 21,2009 2010 | 2010 65411 TBD TBD
9:00 pm
(2010)

Promotions and fandom

Following the debut (Heroe:in 2006, thetagline Save the
Cheerleader, Save the Wcwas recognized within tr
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television industry as an effective marketing del?€! In . ~y
2006, NBC also createdHeroesparody entitledZeroes an JF ot CHANG) AIRPORT WELCOVES

A1 G4 « AL LAXTER + SENDHIL BASAFLIRTHTY

Zeroes which was released as a viral video on sitesiding
YouTube, features parodies including four chapdeid an
open audition. Development and production of theggmt

was kept secret from Tim Krir{8.7] NBC hosted panels at
the 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009 Comic-Cons in Sagdio
promote the series. Major announcements have bade m

during the panel, along with sneak peeks of fonthiog Meet and Greet Event for Heroes
seasons. In 2006, thteroespanel presented the entire World Tour, Singapore Changi
season one 72-minute pilot. In 2008 the first bathe Alrport, Singapore.

season three premiere was shown. Comic-Con alsesathe

cast and crew to answer questions from the preséram fand?81199 On July 21, 2007, Tim Kring
announced that cast and crew membelsavbeswould travel the world for theleroes World Tour
to promote the season one DVD release and thectorting season two. The tour took place in
North America (New York and Toronto), AsiSingapore, Tokyo, and Hong Kong) and Europe

(Munich, Paris and London). The tour began on Augésand ended on September 1, 28691

Distribution

Blu-ray and DVD releases

The first DVD release dfleroeswas a sampler disc, containing only the first epés and was

released in the UK and the Republic of Ireland ept&mber 3, 2007011 Uk Region 2 spliHeroes
into two halves on its initial release; part onegeeleased on October 1, 2007 and part two on

December 10, 20079211103l \when the second part was released, a completsdiason boxset was

also released on the same day on both DVD and HD Rvmatdl®4 The complete first season
DVD includes nearly 3 hours of bonus features iditig: an extended 78inute version of the pilc
episode with audio commentary; 50 deleted and eeigiscenes; behind the scenes featurettes,
including the making of Heroes, stunts, a profil@ist Tim Sale, and the score; and audio

commentaries with cast, crew and show creator Ti'mg4105] On February 22, 2008, thteroes
Season One DVD was nominated for a 2008 Saturn d\virathe category of "Best Television

Series on DVDF®l The complete first season was released in USACaméda on August 28,
20071061 |t was released in Australia and New Zealand qsteSeber 17, 2007#0°]

Universal Studios Home Entertainment has annouti@@dhe first and second seasons would be
released on Blu-Ray on August 26, 2008, the sarteeadathe DVD release of the second season.
Specifications and bonus features include: Gemmraithlternate Ending; Inside the Alternate
Ending: What if Peter didn't catch the virus?; loh&iories that didn't make it on air; Season Three
sneak peek; deleted scenes; a documentary on THleemei; behind the scenes featurettes;

NBC.con featurettes; and audio commentaries with casty ered show creator Tim Krin[é.on The
complete second season was released on July 28,2@te UKI198] Season 2 was released on the
1st of October 2008 in New Zealand and Austriafa!

The Season 3 DVD Box set was released in North faaen September 1, 20099! and in

Australia on September 2, 2009 with an alternativeer!11 and in the UK on October 12, 2009.
[112]

The Season 4 DVD Box set was released on Augi13) in the U813l and on October 4, 2010
in the UK [114]
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The Complete Series DVD Box set was released oreiber 16, 2010 in the U&Lol
I nter national

In Canaddderoesepisodes run concurrently with the NBC first-runtbe Global Television
Network, Mondays at 10 p.m. ET. A Canadian French-dublegsiean of Season 1 also airs on TVA,
Thursdays at 9:00 PM and two episodes of Season\ystére (addikTV) each Mondays at 8:00
PMm.[116]

The first season aired in Australia on the Sevetwhikk Wednesday nights at 8:30 pm. The series
debuted strongly, attracting more than 2 millioewers in five of the capital cities. To keep viewer
numbers high the Seven Network began showing ttenskeseason on Thursday nights at 9:30pm
across all areas, a week after the US screéHﬁbThe third season began airing on October 9,
2008, and Volume 4 began airing on April 23, 2668! Due to low ratings, it was pushed back
half-an-hour to 11:00pm after Scrubs and the seasoaluded July 9, 2009. The Sci-Fi Channel
(available through Foxtel, Optus TV and Austarestred Season 2 re-runs in late 2009.From June
2010, Season 3 is screening on the Sci-Fi Chanmlistralia. Season 4 aired, approximately one
month behind the USA, on Seven's new digital chbriheo, on November 4, 2009 at the new time
of Wednesdays 8:30pm. It started with the doubdenpere and had double episode runs instead of
one episode a week, until it caught up to the W8y &hat it began to air episodes once a week at

8:30pml1191120] |t cyrrently airs on Thursday 9:30pm on 7Two.

In the United Kingdom, the series first aired omifeary 19, 2007 on digital channel Sci Fi (1]
The series averaged 450,000 viewers, which is dlfoastimes more viewers than those of other

programs on Sci Fi UK22] The series was then picked up by the BBC, whicle g@ason one its

terrestrial premiere from July 25 to December £726n BBC Twd123] Season two of Heroes first
aired from April 24 to July 3, 2008 on BBC Two,ratiting around.7 million viewers. Season thi

began on October 1, 2008 and gained 3.81 millieweislcitation needefigeason four began on
January 9, 2016824 but viewership as of February 8 had declined $b Qu74 million{125]

M erchandise

Ubisoft announced that they had licensed the righpgoduce d&leroesvideo gamé}%] however,

the company later chose to give the rights bad¥B& Universall27l Gameloft released the first
Heroe: mobile game on October 5, 2007. It consists @v@ls and playable characters include Hiro
Nakamur; Niki Sanders and Peter Petréfel[129]

Each week, NBC releases{aroeswebcomic. Theomics give additional character background
plot information not shown in the television epieedThe graphic novels continued on a weekly
basis during the show's 2007 summer hiatus. Witdsta subsidiary of DC Comics, released them
in published form on November 7, 20879 The first collected volume included novels 1-34d a
featured two different covers by Alex Ross and Uer as well as an introduction by Masi Oka and
artwork by Tim Sale. The second volume included886+ has an advertisement for a third volu
that would at least have 81-103, and more, andstseheduled for fall 2009. Fonknown reason

it has missed this deadline and has not yet bdeased131]

On December 26, 2007, the fitderoesnovel was published, entitl&hving Charlie Written by
Aury Wallington, who wrote the book with the fulbaperation of théleroeswriting staff, the nove
revolves around the relationship of Hiro Nakamurd €harlie Andrews, when Hiro went back in

time six months to attempt to save [132]
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Titan Magazines released the first issuélefoes Magazinen November 20, 2007. It is the first of
a series of six, slated to be released bi-monfrtig. first issue is a 100 page premiere issue. Featu
articles include a cast group interview, a secngiires featurette, and a season one episode guide.

[133] Greg Beeman, executive produceHgfroeshas confirmed that this is an officideroes
release, with the full support and cooperationiof Kring and the rest of thideroesproduction

teaml1341135] The magazine ceased publication with the twetfté.

Mezco announced at Toy Fair 2007 that they woulgrbeducing a line of action figures based on
the television showderoes136I137I The first seriesSeries ] includes Peter Petrelli, Claire Bennet,

Hiro Nakamura, Sylar and Mohinder Surdstfll39 The second serieSeries 1) includes Niki
Sanders/Jessica Sanders, Noah Bennet, Daniel iageMatt Parkman (with Molly Walker) and

Claudel140]

Multimedia

Television and radio

See also: Heroes Unmasked and The Post Show

Heroes Unmaskeis a series on BBC that goes behind-the-scendgsegiroduction oHeroes Many
details ofHeroesare revealed. Among them are props, set desiga,did green screen animation,
and special effects and costuming. The first tweeseof this show were narrated by Anthony Head,

the third is voiced by Santiago Cabr&fi! U.S. network G4 began airideroesepisodes on
November 3, 2007, along with an American versic Heroes UnmaskeentitiedThe Post Show
The series, which will air followingleroes includes interviews, live viewer commentary,

interactive polls, behind-the-scenes footage ahdréteroescontent#2l U.S. Network MOJO HD

also airecHeroesepisodes in High DefinitioH*3] However, that network left the air at the start of
December 2008, and on the day and datd©@fO's discontinuation G4 launched their HD siras!
feed, thus now carrying the show in both regulaf laigh definition forms.

In November 2007, the BBC made four short '2 Dinmrad' films where actors from the series look

through a '2' shaped hole into a room that refiéescharacter they play keroes*44 A new shor
was revealed just before Episode 1 of season 8 andBBC2, featuring Masi Oka staring into an
anime-styled montage of Hiro.

BBC7 radio broadcast "Heroes—The Official Radio Whwith Jon Holmes, every Saturday at 7
on BBC7 DAB digital radio. The program is also a@hle as a podca*®]

Inter net and digital extensions

See also: Heroes Evolutions

TheHeroesproduction team also has official series contenthe internet. Writers Joe Pokaski and
Aron Coleite hold a weekly "Question and Answerluoon hosted byComicbookresources.com

entitled "Behind the Eclipséi.46] Show producer and director Greg Beeman also poest&ly on

his blog where he discusses how the episode igdiland gives spoilers for the upcoming episode.
[147]

Heroe: Evolutions released on January 19, 2007, is a digital exieref the series that explores the

Heroe: universe and provides clues to the show's mythylgvas entitledHeroes 360 Experience
throughout the firs season and rebranded for the second sd’l Heroes Interactiv is an
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interactive web page that began operatic January 29, 2007, during the airing The Fi>".
Hosted at NBC.com, it offers behind the scenesmétion, polls, trivia, and quizzes, as well as
recent posts by Hana Gitelman. The features ae angeek, and are designed to be viewed

concurrently with that week's episd&éz?]

Complete episodes bferoesare available online, to US residents only, alaity downloads

through the "NBC Direct" servidé4] Episodes are also available on iTunes in 720p High
Definition, although they were unavailable for a/fmmonths when NBC and Apple Inc. were unable
to come to a renewal deal. Seasons 1, 2, 3, angl@uarently available for streaming via

subscription on Netflix!>%! and Hulu Plu!>1]

NBC Universal announced on April 2, 2008, that NBCifigEntertainment would release a series
on online content for the summer and fall of 20@8luding more original web content and
webisodesHeroeswebisodes are expected to air through an extemsitreHeroes Evolutionfn
July. Other media and digital extensions annoumeeldde an online manhunts for the villains, the
addition of more micro sites that allow the usersicover more of theeroesuniverse, wireless

iTV interactivity and the ability to view the grajpgmovel on mobile platform§.52]

Create Your Heras a fan-based, interactive promotion on NBC.catmich calls upon Heroes fans
to vote on various personality and physical attesdor the creation of a new hero. The new hero
"[comes] to life" in an original, live-action sesieun exclusively on NBC.com. The promotion is

sponsored by Sprir'ﬂ.53] The first hero created by this process, Santiags the dual powers of
enhanced probability and superhuman speed. He laggmearing in the live-action web series,

Heroes Destiny, on November 10, 2008 (sweeps V\[é%‘ﬂ)On October 18, 2008, Heroes Wiki
announced that it had officially partnered with NB@BC now directs those interested in a wiki on
Heroe: to Heroes Wiki, and directly funds the site in lexcge for the site running advertisements

for the network5]
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